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Travel
the world

Slake your thirst for
travel with online
tasting sessions
featuring myriad
wines and spirits,
with some hosts
throwing in

virtual tours to
vinevards

furace Ma

We are ambling among the vines of
Bin Nun Winery, locared on the
Tosathuills of Jerusalem in lsrael

It is a bright and breezy day and
the Krapes are Ntarting o Tipen,
lorming pretty clusters of green
and purphishorbs,

Iy thie 40 deg C summeer heat, Bin
MNumn's co-founder and wine-grower
Danny Yaniv points out a
A, 000 year-ald winepress

Nearbry is a m.iln'rrl A anchent
bhath or poal - designed to parify
those who were Fla‘l:n-duﬂrl.p; the
wine, which was often used in
|uacdade ricuals, e explaims.

At this prolnt, someone enclalims;
“I's almost like we're on a holi-
day.”

How trae, for even th-ul..luh W
are not physically at the winery,
we can feel the rosh of excitement
an we follow D Yanlv arodnd on
DUF SCTEE T

This 90-mimnste virfual tasting-
cum-tour ks one of many that have
been initated by wine and spirics
retailers since last year to stay con-
nedted with their customers and
sate thelrwanderlust,

Thee sessbons are waally accompa
nibed by o tasting kit of three o six
samples comprising anything from
20ml whisky tasting drams to
pisam] wine tubes. Sometimes, [ood
like chrese, ham and chocalate are
inchaded.

Informal groups have also popped
up, swch as the ones formed by
health-tech  entreprencur  Sylvia
Pang and wine student Tamara Din-
neen, both Singapore-based, They
jointly arganised the session with
Him Mun

The duo started running virtual
tastings during last year's lock
down to connect wine students
and wine lovers in Singapore.

Sessions are priced between £18
and §78 a persan, inchusive of five
G0ml xamples, and have leatured o
wide range of vintages around the
veinrld !mlulil.np; emerging labels
from tsrael, China, Syria, Bulgaria
and Armenda, Anyone can join the
group by e-mailing spwinetasting i
Email.com

Inter Rice Asia’s “onnomi”
salee-tasting series, which translates
o “onling drink” in Japanese, was
inspired by the digital drinking
trend in Japanearly last year.

Inter Rice has since conducted
nearly 30 sessions, priced [rom
$18 1o L1868 in formals such as
blind tastings, palrings and virual
Lors.

ltx director Adrian Goh, whoalso
hosts the sake sessions, says; “Owr
goal is to make sake fun and more
apcesslble to people, and to drink
sake ln different situations and en
virnnments,”

Participants certanly love these
virtual sessions for their welcoin

ingg and educational vibes

Learning and development con-
ailtant Nig Y1 Xha, 35, l.kp:ﬂl up far
three sesslons with Whikky Butler
at a o and likes the "friendly and
knowledgeahle” hosti,

Keal estate agent Dan Ho, 40,
who has attended close (o 30
virtual tastings, enjovs “mevting
and Interacting with the brand
owners to talk to them about their
products and tour their sives vir
tually”

Even experts like wine educator
and gualified Master of Wine Tan
Yimg Helen, 59, frequently signs up
for these “critical” sessions (o keep
hinwelf up to date with develap
mients by established and new pro-
ducers in the induastry.

He says: “The tasting sessions
put on by reputable wine mer-
chans lilke Wine Clique help make
up for the inahility to visit produc-
ers or sttend trade tastings abroad
because of the pandemic.

“1 enjoy them and will certainly
continue to sign up for as many of
these tastings that | can squeeze
n"

Although it has been more than
I'/s years since the pandemiec
started, most industry insiders feel
that virtwal tastings still fill a niche
as International travel will ke
tirme 1o resume.

Mr Croda saysa “) think the trend is
here to stay because people have
ot wsed o W They also lowve the
access o hrewery ownens and brew
masters because, as a normal con-
sumer, it s almost impossible 1o do
0

Giet your glasses ready as here
afe more than 10 opthons ranging
from wines to eraft beers than will
lewd you on a journey of discovery,
Sante,

stife@uphoom.sg

® GrateMais afreslance travel and
Wfpstyle writer, An around-the-workd
cruiso i an her bocket 51, preferably
with unlamited champagne on bosd

Virtual tastings-cum-tours can Lake one to places such as Bin Nun Winery
{above]. located im the foathills of Jerusalem in lsrael FHOTG BIN NUN WIRERY

Wine Clique

Wine Cligue's sesslons typleally
start with a live winery tour led by
Ji‘:‘]!li‘:‘hl:‘hl.l[ﬂ'\(' Fl l.\1|.‘|-|.'-i1.1.ﬂ|!r.-t.
technical divector or thie owner -
who takes participants around the
vinevard before driving back to the
main building and the barrel roam.

Whisky Butler

Sign upfor the $98 Introduction
To Whisky class, which Includes
five 20ml samplings of single-mals
whiskbes with varying flavour
profiles and a crystal nosing glass
{ahove)

The ke rsct e Rl i, hasted
by Founder Benjamin Tan, is
friendly and encowragimg, which

Fine Wines SG

Learn the basics of appreciating
Fronch, Spandsh and fralian wines
as wiell as whiskies at Fine Wines
S('s vwo-hour sessions, which
are conducted weekly ina
lighthearted and interactive way
by head wine educator P Chua.
The sessions are priced from

THESTRAITS TIMES

Sessions are priced from $88 0
£225 a person. inclusive of delivery
and four to skx samples, and

cover labels from France and
South Africa to the regions of
Tuscany and the Napa Valley,
I G bo wine-c lepoe. com

waorkswell for begm.nuh.
whomay feel intimidaged by
the liguor.

Look out for its exclusive virtual
tastinggs tod - the sesslons allow
vou to tap the minds of industry
experts and eanple pare drams at
an affordable price
Infio: Goto whiskybutler sg

8129 inclusiye of five (o six
samples and one handmade
Cerassl glass. 1t also offers the Wine
and spirit Education Trust
certification, in case you wani to
deepen your knowiedge before
the neit overseas wine holiday.

Info Go to www finewines. com. Ty
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Brewerkz

Rediscover your backyard with
harme-grown craft brewery
Brewerke, which conchuers
private virtual tastings for a
minimumof 15 persons starting at
S50 a person

Beer mastors take you through
thie history of craft-brewing in

Ewineasia.com

This online wine shop's virtual
tastings take you from cult wines
n Californda to organic vintages in
Austriaand the south of Spain

Prices start ag £50, '|""'|“'|1"'I: thive
to four &0mil samples. Youwill not

Singapore and the insplration
hehind Brewerks locally brewed
beers If.:hux =], #uic || .1\?\'1:|:||;.|+u:-t1."h
first carbon-newtral Islander
Brew series, which has hints of
Septosa’s edibile FI:|.1|:|.I.-\-||E1'

cona and jasmine,

Info: Go to brewerkz.com

lind commerclal wine bramds here
[nstead, Evwineasia.com prifers to
spotlight family estates with unlgue
hack stories such as ltallan winery
Corders di Montesemola {aboee ),
Info: Goto ewineasia.com

Samplea of talian wines ot Angra Wine & Sparit

Angra Wine & Spirit

Angra’svirtual experiences

take you from sipping Syrahs

I Anstralin and France in oo
week 1o savour ing1|'u||1.' reds

by the magnificent Tuscan coast
inanother. Each interactive
session allows direce interaction

Orh Gao Taproom

The eral beer “Sehssions” here are
Ll']1l casual and intlmace with a
maximunm of 10 persons, often
with industry insiders joining in.
i‘ll EVIis i |11' ms II.I'- (il |1l‘|:t on
single-hop beers and adpuncts
(ingredients that do not fall
underbar ||--,,- h.llp\. !. cast and

with wine-makers and the chance
to discover rare and premium
wines that are not easily
accessible, Registration for the
Loom sessions are free with
tasting kits priced from $&60 to $90
Infos Go to angra.com.sg

Craft boers

fram Singapora,
Estonla and Uhe
United States for
a recent Orh Gao
Taproom virtual
tasting

water) in heer brewing,

!I:|u|| from Hi|1|.:.lp-|1lr 1o far-fu ng
shores with the Liles of brews from
Estonia’s Puhaste Brewery and a
ls |l| et TS Al jine-tl I'H:'I:'il star
fromm local brewer O Day Beer
Tasting kits cost upwards of $38.
Infia: G to wew orhgansg

.
C_....
s

>
II-""Il.|. Ll

MEZCAL

28 HongKong
Street

From Mexico for mezcal and
tequdla o Kentucky inthe
American South for boorban,
take a trip with the experts at
28 HongKong Strect, ranked
Mo 21 on Askas 50 Best Bars Hst.
Its newdy lann ched digital
cocktail workshops are
e Tl lised for a minlmum
Eroup of Five at 598 A persan,
Eachsession, which ranges
between 90 and 120 minutes,
includes three 3ihml pours,
asignature cocktail and
apack of nuts
Inifo G o 28hks com

NEGRONI

Inter Rice Asia

Partic Ill:mt sof Inter Rice Asia's
fortnighthy sake- tasting sesshons,

knovam as “onnomd”, often rave
about the fun, interactive elements
.1:1l:|l||vr' WILI.I." wariety ol ].Lp.:l:u"w
brewers incheding a premium label

k
PHOTOS 28 HONGKONG STREET, ANGRA WINE & SPIRIT, BAD DECISIONS
BREWERKE, EWINMEASLA, FINE WINES SG GRACE MA, INTER RICE AS14,
R GAD TAFRODOM, VIVANT, WINE CLIOUE

Vivant

1058 anel comie with six 100ml tubes
|:||'-'\.igr|i'l|!||r!w|:| [Ersar,

Lelivery fees to Singapore can
bee hiefty (starts at $58), so consider
an I1':|||.'|1|.-r '\-|1I.|1_ '“.'I‘I.ll: II?:I\.'I."\
bemiefats such as 10 per cent aff
tasting kits.
Infos Go tovivant.eco

Connect with responsibbe
'I.'I'I.]:Il'-I1I.1L1'1"\..‘Iri:ll.lrllj1|1l;' winrld on
Vivant's wirtual wine experience
platform, which has 30- to 50
Lt Interactive wu-ll:rll-\.hlklnp;
you to regrons such as Burgundy,
Lotre and Alsace In Franee
Oiptiomal tasting kits retall from

that does not have awebsite and
seldom grants vissts, Virtual tours
are sometimes included. The
wewsioms cost 38 to 51980 persomn,
inclusiveal five ~..'||:|1Fnl|:'\ of wake
Info: Go to theartofsake.com

28 HongKang
Streat's Marcal
Megroni fleft).

Sake samples
[abewe) of

niw labeks from
trand-setting
Dalshichi
Brewery

2 Bad Decisions

Imports

Fun by beer advocates Christian
Young, Chris Hallberg and

Shuo Kah, this latest entrant to
the craft be=er scene has bunched
mionthly onkine sessions to
cannect those in Singapore with
the best independent breweries
around the world, including
under-the-radar gems.

The sesslon next month will
feature craft heers rom Poland.
trermany, Estonda and Greece
Info: Goto
wwaw baddecisionsimporis.com

New England India Pale Ales fram
American craft browery Cuthma
Brewing Co [left] for a virtual tasting
conducted by Bad Decislons Imparts.
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Indulge in globe-
trotting passion

Explore Singoapors stresh with coal new tours
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Call or -mail
— to book your AGM & EGM,
Aucrion & Tender,
(et Financial Statement, [PO,
. Muoerger & Acquisition or
more mdely. Move to Mainboard notices.
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